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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claim 6 as follows. 

This listbag of claims will rq)lace all prior versions, and listbags, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (previously presented) Apparatus for processing data, said apparatus comprising: 

a processor operable to perform data processing operations, said processor being operable 
to generate a performance control signal indicative of a desired data processing performance 
level of said processor; and 

at least one ilirther circuit, responsive to said performance control signal, to support said 
desired data processing performance level of said processor; wherein while responding to a 
change in performance control signal corresponding to a change from a first desired data 
processing p^ormance level to a second desired data processing performance level, said at least 
one further circuit supports data processing at at least one intermediate data processing 
performance level and said processor teniporarily operates at said at least one int^raiediate data 
processing performance level during said change. 

2. (original) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said one or more further circuits 
include a voltage controller operable to generate a power signal for said processor at a plurality 
of differ«pit voltage levels, 

3. (original) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein said one or more further circuits 
include a clock generator operable to generate a clock signal with a selectable clock frequency. 
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4. (original) Apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein, in response to an increase in 
desired data processing perfomiance level, said clock genexator increases clock signal frequency 
to an intennediate clock signal frequency when said voltage controller is generating a power 
signal with a voltage level sii:Sicient to support said intennediate clock signal frequency. 

5. (original) Apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein one or more priority signals serve 
to trigger said frurtfaer circuit change to support a predetermined data processing performance 
level independently of said performance control signal. 

6. (currendy amended) A method of processing data, said method comprising the steps 

of: 

performing data processing operations with a processor, said processor being operable to 
generate a perfbnnance control signal indicative of a desired data processing perfbnnance level 
of said processor; and 

in response to said performance control signal^ operating one or more further circuits so 
as to support said desired data processing perfonnance level of said processor; wherein while 
responding to a change in performance control signal corresponding to a change from a first 
desired data processing performance level to a second desired data processing performance level, 
said saidoperating step includes supporting data processing at at least one intermediate data 
processing performance level and said processor tanpoiarily operates at said at least one 
intennediate data processing performance level during said change. 
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7. (original) A melhod as claimed in ctahn 6» wherein said one or more further circuits 
iaclxide a voUage controller operable to generate a power signal for said processor at a plurality 
of different voltage levels. 

8. (original) A metfaod as claimed in claim 6, wh^ein said one or more further circuits 
include a clock goierator operable to generate a clock signal with a selectable clock frequency. 

9. (original) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein, in response to an increase in 
desired data processing performance level, said clock gmerator increases clock signal frequency 
to an intermediate clock signal frequency when said voltage controller is generating a power 
signal with a voltage level sufficient to support said intermediate clock signal frequency. 

10. (original) A method as claimed in claims 6, wherein one or more priority signals 
serve to trigger said fiirther circuit change to support a predetennined data processing 
performance level independently of said performance control signal. 

1 1 . (previously presented) Apparatus for processing data, said apparatus comprising: 

a processor operable to perform data processing operations, said processor being operable 
to generate a perfomiance control signal indicative of a desired data processing performance 
level of said processor; and 

at least one fiirther circuit, responsive to said performance control signal, for supporting 
said desired data processing performance level of said processor; wherein while responding to a 
change in performance control signal corresponding to a change from a first desired data 
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processing porfonnance level to a second desired data processing pecfonnance level, said at least 
one further circuit comprising a means for supporting data processing at at least one intermediate 
data processing performance level and said processor temporarily operates at said at least one 
intermediate data processing performance level during said change. 
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